
Pocket Computers Assist Surveying Septic Drainage 
 
By Phil Breedlove Jr. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently selected KDHE to test a 
new Pocket PC program that aids in the surveying of septic drainfields and other 
Class V underground waste disposal systems. 
 
The Pocket PCs, which have been up and running since mid August, include a 
Global Positioning System (GPS) device that allows surveyors to pinpoint and 
remember the exact location of the site being inspected, said Kirk Hoeffner, 
KDHE geologist. It also includes a program provided by the EPA that automates 
the process of entering data. 
 
When the inspection complete, the surveyor returns to the office and uploads the 
data instead of retyping or filing it.  
 
Another major advantage of the system is that every state will have a 
standardized format when submitting data to the EPA. Once the proposed project 
is up and running in all states, it will allow the EPA to easily transfer the data to a 
master database and ensures every state is collecting the same information.  
 
“Every state has their own way of inspecting,” Hoeffner said. “No two databases 
are the same.” Hopefully this new system will change things, continued Hoeffner. 
 
Hoeffner said the Pocket PCs are a valuable asset to the organization, especially 
considering there are 887 Source Water Assessment Areas (SWAs) in Kansas, 
50 percent of which must be inspected by 2008. Each SWA may contain several 
Class V wells. Inspections of the wells ensure hazardous materials such as 
motor oil are not illegally pumped underground, contaminating the ground water.  
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